1. For a review of the modus operandi of contests, see Fred C. Pfister and Bruce E. Fleury, "Student Book Collection Contests in American Colleges and Universities," College & Research Libraries 41, no. 4 (July 1980): 305-12. Articles on student book-collecting contests appeared sporadically in the library and bookselling press for some fifty years through the time of Pfister and Fleury's survey. The lack of further contributions to the literature on the subject suggests that by the 1980s the contests were firmly established in the agendas of college and university libraries. For a recent survey of the present state of student book-collecting contests that I made and posted to the online discussion group ExLibris, April 14, 2000, see <http://sul2.stanford.edu/byform/mailing-lists/exlibris/2000/04/msg00118.html>.
Sargent averred:
It seems to me that in many of our larger college towns there is an opportunity which should be grasped by some alert young man with some knowledge of book rarities and of bookselling in general. . . . In any university town they would soon gather in their bookshops not only the professors and the undergradu ates of the local institution, but all who are interested in rare books. This would soon create an atmosphere in which the seed of book collecting would thrive and grow, and the successful bookstore would not only have its local clientele, but a follow ing among the alumni, who had come to know the university bookstore during their college days, and would still look to it for help in forming their collections.
In his articles Sargent reported activities aimed at actual or potential student book collectors that were more formally organized: a course Yale "some of the instructors in English literature point out to the student that it is desirable to study the text in some good old edition of a book which is under consideration in class," and at considerable length he described two annual exhibitions at Yale of books collected by students.
Book Collecting by Students at Harvard
Winship's course was the now-legendary Fine Arts 5e. As described by Boies Penrose, an eminent Philadelphian collector of travel and Americana and former student of Winship, the course treated "the book as a creation, What Is Book Collecting? The Case of Student Book-Collecting Contests as a work of art, as an important factor in its time and place . . . rather than the devitalizing details of pagination and collation.7
5 Winship aimed his course at those likely to become benefactors of Harvard, situating book collecting as an elite activity. According to Penrose, Admission was rigorously guarded by the master himself, who, in all deference, was considerable of a snob, and who always wanted to be sure that his students were properly qualified (sic). In consequence 5e became known as one of the more exclusive clubs of Harvard.
The course was "fundamentally a dilettanti course," reported Sargent, not designed to make printers or booksellers or even collectors with a view to the investment involved in rare books, but to acquaint the undergraduate with some of the refinements of life and introduce them to the possibilities of a fireside relaxation for later years. . . . Mr. Winship shows these boys that it is just as much fun to know the fine points of a ten-thousand-dollar book as it is to know those of a ten-thousand-dollar steeplechaser or motor car. has commented on these and other efforts at his university to cultivate in students a devotion to books:
I believe that if we can get even a few undergraduates hooked on the notion of acquiring and keeping books, in a logical and con structive way, even though they may cost little or nothing and are not strictly rare books, then later on when they can afford it they will know what the other kind of book collecting is all about and be moved to indulge in it. These are the people who will support your library when it needs it and when they have established themselves in the world they will not only have the means to do so, but they will also know what you are talking about.
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Book Collecting by Students at Yale
If Winship's course at Harvard stressed connoisseurship and clubability, the undergraduate class in bibliography at Yale, taught under the direction of Keogh by Rollins, provided students, Sargent reported, a contrastingly practical experience. Rollins delivered a set of lectures on the history of the printed book and then supervised the printing by his students of bibliographical essays or bibliographies written by students.
"Each member of the class will be required to set, print, and bind a pamphlet as it was done in the eighteenth century. . . . The student in bibliography will thus acquire a practical knowledge of the methods of book-making which will be of great benefit to him in his collecting." 13. Information about student book collecting at Princeton University has been drawn mostly from the archives of the Department of Rare Books and Special Collections of the library and from the files of the Princeton University Library Chronicle.
We are doing our best to build up book-collecting interest among the undergraduates. It was at low-ebb last year, for when we held our undergraduate exhibition of student collections we had only three men who participated. This year we offered $50 in prizes (a first, a second, and two honorable mentions) . . . and we had twenty-two boys who showed.
The intent of the event was educational. Thompson continued:
Each man brought only ten books-his ten most highly prized-to represent his reading and collecting interests. Then each man sat down with three judges and made a "defence" of his books, one at a time. The judges discussed his collecting interests, edition-points, bindings, condition, business of writing in books, kinds of bookplates that were good and bad, etc. etc. The other men were permitted to sit around and listen to the judges and to the competitors. So when the awards were made, they had been subjected to a pretty good "course of sprouts" in library-building and in collecting.
An innovation involving members of the faculty was planned for the next year.
Next year, we are going to add a new feature, by having about a half-dozen professors submit units of ten books each, and after the student exhibition, let three student-judges sit down and listen to the explanations of the professors, while other students form an audience. It will begin in fun, but I think it will be an educational kind of fun. Meanwhile, an event of major significance to bibliophily in Princeton had occurred: the university had welcomed Elmer Adler into its fold. people), operating a print-lending club (having been "horrified by the banality of decoration in the students' rooms"), and carrying on the student book-collecting contest� After his death in 1962, his estate endowed the then-redesignated Elmer Adler Book Collecting Contest.
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The Book-Collecting Boom of the 1920s
The early glimmers of student book-collecting contests were part of the boom in book collecting that flourished in the 1920s. New but inevitably inexperienced and often undiscriminating collectors entered upon book collecting, fashions like collecting the works of contemporary authors reigned, formulaic aids such as standard lists of collectible books and handbooks differentiating among bibliographical peculiarities were overly respected, and prices rose in a climate of speculation.
In a standard account John Carter characterized the period as follows:
The authors on whom attention was mostly concentrated were all well-established in the esteem of the reading public, and collectors dully, obediently and every year more expensively followed suit. It was of course a period of generally rising prices, especially in America. Book-collecting had for various reasons come to be regarded as 'the done thing' among many persons desirous of being thought cultured. And without the restraints which discrimination, connoisseurship and individuality of taste impose on true bibliophily, the result was an undignified stampede.
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Bibliophily and specifically book collecting of that period had no stronger or more effective champion than A. Edward Newton-Philadelphian, 17. According to Adams, "Four Lives," 7, Adler "established an annual undergraduate bookcollecting contest," but, in fact of course, what Adler did was add his own considerable weight to the series of contests that George Peck had initiated. Starting at some point during the 1940s the contests were held within Adler's precincts, at 36 University Place, rather than in the library, and they continued there until after 1948 when the new Firestone Library opened.
18. Gillett G. According to Sowerby, the well-starched Englishwoman who was cataloguer to the famous bookseller A. S. W. Rosenbach, Newton "acted as though he were a reincarnation of the great Dr. Johnson" and often was intolerant of her because, she once explained, "I really am English." (ibid.) Newton's collection of rare books was sold posthumously at auction in 1941, when many of them were revealed to be in shockingly poor condition. Sowerby's account (ibid., 201-2) of the opening night of the sale, depicting an atmosphere that was simulta neously celebratory and mournful, is a gem of bibliophilic writing. 
What Is Book Collecting? The Case of Student Book-Collecting Contests
In 1931 Newton published an article in Atlantic Monthly in which he
announced his endowment of a prize for student book collecting at Swarthmore College, urging others to endow such prizes elsewhere.
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Newton recounted that Robert Spiller, then a professor of English at Swarthmore, had prevailed on him to receive a group of "ten or a dozen students, boys and girls, to see his books." Uncharacteristically, Newton had hesitated to agree, he claimed, knowing that "pretty much every book one shows to a young student" must be "explained . He was strong for it, wanted me to write a little book about it which he would publish, but I wanted a wider spreading of the idea. It is for that reason that I send this paper to the Atlantic.
That a publisher would be taken by the idea is not remarkable: 
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McCawley announced that a coordinating trade group of which he was a member, the Joint Board of Publishers and Booksellers, had taken "great interest in the idea" and had appointed a committee, of which he was a member, "to investigate what has been done and to put these facts before booksellers, publishers, and educational institutions in order to obtain 
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The third occurrence of the "general propagandistic movement" of the 1930s was the sponsoring of a book-collecting contest by The Colophon.
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Good cheer was the keynote of this contest. In the winter issue of 1938, Frederick B. Adams Jr. announced in "The Crow's Nest," the regularly appearing column he conducted: We did hope to unearth a few people touched with genuine bibliomania, and our success was greater than we had hoped.
We had to award a second prize as well as a first, and we are printing the two winning articles in this issue because we expect you'll like them as much as we did. There were several other papers which, in the face of less severe competition, would have carried away honors, and it is a real disappoint ment that we do not have the space to print them.
38
The winning articles were, first prize, "Collecting Civil War Novels," by for thinking independently on many matters of importance." College and university librarians were doing their best to encourage reading, and "fortunately . . . in the colleges, at least, are to be seen unmistakable signs that the undergraduate today is making more extensive use of his college library than his elder brother did a decade ago."
What means were academic librarians using to encourage reading? One of them was "the establishment of student prize awards for private libraries . . . as an inducement to developing genuine interest in and enthusiasm for books" (the other means were providing books for "cultural and recreational reading" in "browsing rooms," sales of library duplicates, and collections in dormitories and fraternity and sorority houses). As for the book-collecting prize competition specifically: "The number of entrants is never very large, but the student body is usually enthusiastic in its attendance and criticism as to the respective merits of the collections submitted, and the final exhibit of the prize collection . . . brings forth many a wistful glance on the part of would-be owners." 
